
                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Newsletter Number 37 

November 19
th
, 2009 

Dear students, families and friends of 
Stawell Primary, 
 
Itôs only six days to the staging of our 2009 
whole school production, and excitement 
levels are rising as we enter the final 
stages of rehearsals.  All pre-booked 
tickets have been distributed via eldest 
children.  Please note that tickets will not 
be available at the door prior to the shows, 
as Entertainment Centre seating is limited 
to 400, in accordance with emergency 
management regulations. 
 
Our November 25th and 26th evening 
sessions are fully booked, but seats are 
still available for the matinee show at 
2:00pm on Thursday of next week.  Please 
contact the school office for additional 
booking forms. 
 
ñThe Rats of Stinky Creekò is an original 
work created Janice and Cecelia Jende, 
who borrowed ideas from the óPied Piper 
of Hamlynô and relocated the story to the 
town of óStinky Creekô.  To place the 
township into historical context, community 
members whoôve lived in the Stawell area 
for some time may have made the 
connection between óStinky Creekô and 
Pleasant Creek, which was our townôs 
original name during the gold rush.  Our 
school was first named Pleasant Creek 

School Number 502 back in 1864 when it 
was established.  Pleasant/Stinky Creek 
still exists and can be seen in its modern 
wet-land form at Federation Park on the 
Western Highway. 
 
We look forward to you joining us for . . . 

òThe Rats of Stinky Creekó. 
 

On a more mundane note, a range of new 
road safety regulations were implemented 
on November 9th, one of which, relating to 
the use of scooters, skateboards and 
roller blades, directly impacts on our 
students and their families.  In discussing 
the new law with students in classrooms, it 
was clear that more that 50% of our 
students are regular scooter riders, but 
only one or two individuals were aware of 
the new safety requirements, in particular, 
the compulsory wearing of bike helmets. 
   
Scooters, skateboards and roller blades 
are called Wheeled Recreational Devices 
in the road rules.  A scooter has two or 
more wheels and a footboard supported by 
the wheels. It is steered by handlebars, 
designed to be used by one person and 
propelled by any one or more of the 
following: gravity, the user pushing one 
foot against the ground, an electric motor 
or motors (with the maximum power output 
of 200 watts). 

Wheeled Recreational Devices can travel 
on footpaths and on roads where the 
speed limit is 50km per hour or less. 

The road safety rules  

¶ Wheeled Recreational Devices canôt 
be towed, or slipstream and must 
not be used on the road at night 
(except crossing at the shortest 
route, for example at an 
intersection).  

¶ Scooter riders are required to 
wear an approved bicycle helmet.  

What you have to do - When riding your 
scooter, skateboard or roller blades, DO 
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NOT hold onto other vehicles to be towed, 
or sit so close behind them that you are 
carried along in their slipstream.  

Also do not use a wheeled recreational 
device in areas that have these signs 
displayed. 

 

Road safety reasons - Unless properly 
used, scooters, skateboards and roller 
blades can be dangerous. Drivers have 
difficulty seeing you in traffic especially if 
you are being towed or slipstreaming, 
which is why this activity is now illegal. 

Penalties ï A $147 fine will be imposed by 
the police on individuals who do not abide 
by the new law.  At a school level, 
children who ride scooters to school 
without a helmet will have their scooter 
confiscated and parents will be 
contacted to collect the vehicle from 
the office. 

Introduction of the Victorian Student 
Number  
Our school is working with the Department 
of Education and Early Childhood 
Development to allocate a Victorian 
Student Number (VSN) to each student at 
the school. 
  
The VSN is a student identification number 
that is being assigned to all students in 
government and non-government schools, 
and students in Vocational Education and 
Training Institutions. The number, which is 
unique to each student, will be used as a 
key identifier on a studentôs school 
records, and will remain with the student 

throughout his or her education, until 
reaching the age of 25. The VSN is nine 
digits long, randomly assigned, and tied to 
stable information about the student 
(name, gender, date of birth). 
  
The introduction of the Victorian Student 
Number will provide the capability to 
accurately detect patterns of student 
movement through, and departure from, 
the Victorian education and training 
system. It will greatly improve the 
collection and analysis of timely and 
accurate data about education in Victoria. 
The Department collects information to 
track improvements made to the education 
system, identify areas that require further 
improvement, and to analyse trends and 
identify future needs. The VSN will 
improve the accuracy, reliability and 
completeness of this information, providing 
a better basis for assessing needs and 
developing policies to meet them.  
 
You will see the VSN appear on student 
report cards, enrolment confirmations, and 
exit confirmations. If you want to know 
more about the VSN please see 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/managem
ent/governance/vsn/overview.htm  
 
Jennifer Molan 
 
 

Reflections: 
Do You Know Me? 
I am a little thing with a big meaning. 

I help unlock doors, open hearts,  
dispel prejudice. 

I create friendship and goodwill. 
I inspire respect and admiration. 

Everybody loves me. 
I bore nobody, I violate no law, I cost nothing. 

I have been praised by many,  
condemned by none. 

I am pleasing to those of high and low degree. 
I am useful in many ways every moment of the 

day. 
I am ï COURTESY. 

 
Ruth Graham 
SPS Chaplain 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/governance/vsn/overview.htm
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/governance/vsn/overview.htm


Students and Classrooms of the Week 
Congratulations to the recipients of our Students of the Week awards for last week. 

 
Room 1:   Dale Greene, Mia Jensz, Jason 
Munro and Alisha Kell 
Room 2:   Zac Armer, Eloise Jenkins and 
Sam Raeck 
Room 3:   Charlie Begelhole, Courtney 
McIlvride and Monique Stephens 
Room 4: Caitlin Marrow and Jayden Waack 
Room 5:   Tenzin Chandra and Cale Dellow 
Room 6:   Jayden Skurrie and Zoe Thomas 
Room 7A:   Ashley Cunningham, Adeli 
Chandra and Jessica Thomas 
Room 7:   Austin Blachford and Angus 
Leeke 
Room 8:   Jayden Wright, Riley Hackwill, 
Liam Thurston and Caitlyn Tangey 
Room 9:   Jackson Voigt, Rhylee Street, 
Sophie Bird and Dylan Marrow 
Room 10:   Bailey Taylor, Aiden Graveson 
and Jai Walton 
Room 11:   Everyone in the class for being 
óSuper Swimmersô! 
Room 14:  Emersyn Kennedy, Darcie Jelly 
and Blair Clayton 
Room 15:  Dana Humphrey, Mikeala Pahl 
and Sam Goyne 
 
 

 

 

Congratulations to our Classrooms of the Week recipients for last week ï 
the students of Room 7A in the Junior School and Room 9 in the Senior School. 

 

Well done everyone! 



         

       Stawell Primary School 

              proudly presents . . . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A musical . . . 

Written by Janice and Cecelia Jende 

Lyrics by Janice and Cecelia Jende 

Performed by the students of Stawell PS 
 
 

Stawell Entertainment Centre 
25

th
 November 7pm 

26
th
 November 2pm 

26
th
 November 7pm 

 
Entry by pre-booked tickets only. 

 

Please support our production by making a gold coin 
donation at the door. 




