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PREP and PREP PATHWAYS

Transition from Kindergarten

Teachers at Stawell Primary 502 are particularly aware of the huge adjustments children have to make
when they begin school. The school has introduced a Preparatory Transition Program to develop school
readiness and assist both parents and children in taking this step.

The program is conducted during Terms 3 and 4. It begins with a visit by Prep teachers to the kindergar-
tens to meet the children and is followed up by a series of sessions at Stawell Primary 502. Children are
able to become familiar with the school and its routines and get to know the teachers.

Parents are encouraged to stay at school to attend information and discussion sessions on various as-
pects of primary education including:

9 meeting other parents
 reading and the child

I meeting the Principal

school medical services and health issues
The school arranges for child minding of younger children during the transition program to enable parents
to participate.

9 helping your child at school
1 school uniform
T childrends writing

What do we expect?
While we concede that children develop at different rates there are several skills which we would like our
new Prep children to have:

9 the ability to attend to their own toileting

i the ability to dress and tie/fasten shoes
the ability to interact appropriately with other children

Pathways

Stawell Primary 502 runs a Pathways Program in conjunction with its Prep classes. This program caters
for children whose parents would like their child to start school but wish for a less formal approach to
learning for their first year, rather than another year at Pre-School.

Buddies

A Buddy Program operates at the school which involves teachers pairing senior students with Prep stu-
dents for programmed and informal activities. This is seen as a way of easing young students into the
school and promoting responsibility among the
look out for them and help with concerns throughout the year.

Maths
Maths in Prep is very much a concrete experience (working with objects such as blocks, counters etc)
and involves a great deal of open ended discussion to build a range of mathematical concepts and skills.

Readers

Each child will be issued with readers on a regular basis to take home in their reader cover and library
bag. Initially these will form the basis for shared reading experiences at home and will help foster an inter-
est in reading during the early part of the year.

Regular oral reading of readers and word lists at home is essential.

Those parents who were unable to attend the transition program are welcome to discuss the reading
process with the class teachers early in the year. R.E.A.D. I.T. diaries also contain hints for hearing your
child read.
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Lunches/ play lunches

Pl ease provide your <c¢child with nutritious food
much. Children are able to eat a piece of fruit at 10:00 am, and they also need a light snack for morning
recess time as they will have been working consistently for one hour and 40 minutes.

I f you have any concerns about your <childbés eati

please see the teacher.

Parent Helpers
Parent helpers are often required to assist with class programs such as excursions, reading, swimming

and special events. Pl ease discuss your availabi

This not only assists the teacher but enables you to obtain a better understanding
of your childds educati on.

Prep Entry Assessment Program

The first week of the school year is set aside to administer these tests individually to each new Prep stu-
dent. Children attend school at an appointed time with a parent and complete tests involving tasks in both
literacy and numeracy. Information gained from this process is valuable in developing programs to cater
for students of all abilities.
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GRADES 1&2

Children in the Years Prep to 2 participate in the Early Years Literacy and Numeracy Program. The
essential components of good literacy and numeracy practice ensure that the children succeed in literacy
and numeracy by the end of their third year of schooling. The components of the program are the class-
room program, Parent Participation, Additional Assistance and Professional Development for Teachers
and Aides. Learning for children, particularly in the early years of schooling, is very much a partnership
between school and home. Children who receive encouragement and assistance at home usually pro-
gress more quickly and confidently through these foundation years.

It is expected that children will obey the school rules. Each class cooperatively sets their own class rules
to encourage a harmonious environment in which each child can work with others in the classroom.

Reading

All children are assessed comprehensively at the beginning of the year to establish their reading and writ-
ing levels. A structured classroom program based on developmental stages of learning, and the grouping
of students for effective instruction in the two hour literacy block, ensures that each child is achieving their
potential in literacy.

All children are issued with a folder for their reader and bag book at the beginning of the year. All notes
for home are placed in the folder to assist in important items getting home to you or back to the teacher.
Children in Grades 1 and 2 will bring home books for home reading. They will be expected to change
these books regularly (several times a week). This means that they will need to be heard read for 10 to 15
minutes each day. Children will bring home their reader in their reading folder (the same folder that was
used in the Prep grade) and parents are asked to fill in the information in their R.E.A.D I.T diary.

Some children in Grade 2 are able to read quite challenging and reasonably long books. In this case you
may like to hear only parts of the book and ask your child to tell you about the story (characters, plot, set-
ting etc.).

In Grades 1 and 2 children are expected to recognise a range of common words by sight.

Maths

The Early Years Numeracy Program is designed to help schools plan for success in numeracy in Prep to
Grade 4.

The classroom program involves children working as a whole class, in a small group or independently at
a task. The program ensures that all strands of mathematics are covered over time, and involves ongoing
assessment by the teacher.

In Grades 1 and 2 children begin to lay the foundations of their tables in maths by learning counting pat-
terns. Children are often asked to practise these at home.

Spelling

Children will also bring home spelling words to learn. These are usually issued at the beginning of the
week and tested at the end of the week. They are written in their diaries at the beginning of each week.
Children should spend a little time on these each day.

Computers
The children have an introduction to computers in Prep which is extended in both Grades 1 and 2. Chil-
dren have the opportunity to use both the computers in the classroom and those in the computer lab.

Parent Helpers

As with the Prep grade, parent helpers assist with the smooth running of the Grade 1 and 2 classrooms.
Each teacher may wish to use helpers in different ways. Some like to have parents instruct small groups
for reading, writing or maths, while others may require parents to work with children on a one to one ba-
sis.

Sometimes parent help is required for one-off activities, such as excursions or special events, while oth-
ers are needed on a regular basis.



GRADES 3 &4

The Students
The middle years of primary school are very important years. The children have left the junior grades be-
hind and as they grow, so do our expectations of them.

Homework

Children are required to practise their spelling and mathematics tables and to read regularly. This would
normally take about 15 to 20 minutes each night. Some research work at home may be required at times,
and some children who require extra assistance may be asked to complete additional work.

There may also be a requirement that unfinished work be completed at home.

Language Improvement Program
The school runs a structured language intervention program to assist children experiencing difficulties
with reading. The program is conducted by support personnel and is dependent on parental involvement.

Camps

The Stawell Primary 502 camping and outdoor education program continues in Grade 3.

Towards the end of the year the Grade 3 children attend a three day (two night) camp in fully catered
accommodation at either Halls Gap or Roses Gap. There they patrticipate in activities associated with the

Grampians, outdoor education and local flora and fauna.

Grade 4 students visit Sovereign Hill in Ballarat for an educational experience spanning two days and one

ni ght . During that time they dress in 1850086s costumes
style of that era. I n the evening they experience the
and stay in accommodation on the Sovereign Hill site.

Stadium Sport

Sports played in the middle school are usually minor games or modified major games. The middle grades
also use the Stawell Leisure Complex for an hour each week during Term 1 to make use of the sporting
facilities.

Bike Ed

Bike Ed is a major component of the Health and Physical Education Program at this level. Grade 4 chil-
dren take part in a series of lessons on bicycle skills and safe riding with the assistance of trained Bike Ed
instructors and the local police. Upon successful completion of this program, children are presented with
a certificate. We recommend that children do not ride to school until they have passed this course.

While the Bike Ed program is in progress, Grade 3 children are involved in a unit of work covering many
aspects of road and traffic safety.

Swimming
The children continue to participate in a swimming program at the Stawell Leisure Complex. Ten sessions
during Term 2 emphasize water safety and correct stroke technique.



Senior Students in Grades 5 & 6 are expected to show leadership and set an example to other students.
They are encouraged to show initiative, but to also accept responsibility for their actions.

Homework

This is usually restricted to the completion of any unfinished work. Children will also be required to prac-
tise their spelling, mathematics tables and to read regularly. Some project and research work at home
may be required at times and some children who

require extra assistance may be asked to complete additional work.

Camps

It is our policy that it is not a right but a p
participation in our camping program depends very much on their behaviour during the year.

Grade 5 children experience a camp by the beach at Port Fairy in Term 1 or early Term 2. The camp of
three nights duration is fully catered. Children stay in cabins and experience activities related to the
coastal environment, with a highlight being a boat ride to a seal colony.

Grade 6 students have the opportunity to participate in a five day excursion to Canberra. This camp is also
fully catered and is offered late in Term 4 as a finale to their education at Stawell Primary 502. Students
learn, first hand, about Australian government, Federation and Australian history, as well as taking part in
other educational experiences in the national capital.

Awards

The Aubrey Awards are presented every year to a Grade 6 boy and girl whose behaviour typifies the ide-
als of studentship that the school desires and promotes. The Stawell Rotary Club provides an award to a
Grade 6 child for general excellence, and the Lions Club presents an annual award to a student who dis-
plays ambassadorship and leadership qualities.

Ms Bonnie Carter has also made an annual award available to a Grade 6 student who has achieved ex-
cellence in the Arts, and Mr and Mrs Roy Williams present an annual award for excellence at sports and
physical education.

The awards are presented at a school assembly following the Grade 6 graduation dinner in December.

Transition to Secondary School
A number of activities are undertaken in consultation with the Secondary College to ease the transition of
students from primary school to secondary school. They include :-

9 Talk by Year 7 coordinator and Year 7 students

i Orientation Days when Grade 6 students attend for full days at the Secondary College in December
Reports on each primary child provided by their teacher to the secondary college

House Captains

House Captains and Vice Captains, representing both boys and girls for the four houses, are nominated
and selected by senior students at the beginning of the year. Only Grade 6 students are eligible to hold
these positions. Duties include leadership roles at school sporting events and assemblies and other spe-
cial projects when they arise.
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Sport

Sport is an important part of the senior school program. A swimming carnival is held to culminate the for-
mal instructional program held during term one. During second term all children visit the Stawell Leisure
Complex each week for indoor sports such as basketball, racquetball and indoor cricket. We also encour-
age interschool sports competitions and, where possible, participate in interschool challenges, clinics,
expos and most competitions involving the Grampians Zone of the Victorian Primary Schools Sports As-
sociation.

Buddies

A Buddy Program operates at the school which pairs Grade 5 and 6 students with Prep and Grade 1 stu-

dents for programmed activities. This promotes responsibility among the older students by providing a

Aibig friendd to |l ook out for new Prep students and hel

Human Relations Program

This program is conducted by the district school nurse and involves both Grade 5 & 6 girls, but only
Grade 6 boys. The emphasis of the presentation is on the physical and emotional changes of puberty and
associated vocabulary.



SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Visual Arts

All students participate in a weekly session of Visual Arts in the specialist art room. The Visual Arts pro-
gram focuses on a wide range of art activities exploring media such as construction, painting, printing,
drawing, collage, textiles and ceramics, allowing each student the opportunity to develop and communi-
cate their ideas in both two and three dimensional frameworks.

These skills are developed and extended at a rate appropriate to the needs of each individual student,
whilst at the same time the child learns to understand and appreciate the work of other students and art-
ists.

All children should have an art smock to protect their clothing during art classes. A large shirt is quite suit-
able. It should be clearly named and will be kept in the classroom.

Library

During library sessions students are exposed to a variety of literature, are taught to use the library and
reference materials correctly and have the opportunity to conduct their own research. Children may also
borrow books from the |libraryés extensive collection.
A condition of borrowing books is that children are required to pay for any books which are lost or dam-
aged. This is usually around $10. Each child should also be provided with a cloth library bag, measuring
approximately 45 cm square and which has a draw-string opening.

Performing Arts

Students in Grades Prep to 4 participate in weekly Performing Arts sessions which focus on music, drama
and dance and promote a basic understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of these creative arts.

Some children may elect to pursue more formal instrumental instruction. As tuition is available, these chil-
dren are taught an instrument of their choice at a small cost to their parents. Lessons are conducted at
school during normal class times.

Our School Choir involves interested children from Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6. The Choir performs at school
events, assemblies and in the wider community.

Computer

The school has made a considerable investment in computer education and a commitment to continue
this program. Each class has a bank of computers, primarily Apple Macintosh computers, for use within
the classroom, and the school also operates a laboratory of these computers.

Students in grades Prep to 6 are timetabled for one laboratory session per week where they participate in
activities such as word processing, graphic design, data bases, spreadsheets and research, as well as
controlled access to the internet.

Swimming

All classes attend the Stawell Leisure Complex for a 9 or 10 session swimming program each year. The
program for years Prep to 4 is conducted in the indoor heated pool, while the students in Years 5 and 6
are taught in the outdoor pool during Term 1. 502 follows the Swim and Survive program and certificates
are presented to children as they pass each level. The senior program culminates in a house swimming
competition. Parents are invited to assist with the swimming programs, under the supervision of class
teachers and qualified swimming instructors.



Athletics Sports

Each year the school conducts a sports carnival where children compete for a house shield. The sports
cover a variety of athletic events as well as team ball games. We promote maximum participation through
a standards type format where all efforts are recognised, while at the same time rewarding excellence
through recognition of placings.

Older children who demonstrate talent at athletics are given the opportunity to compete at the higher lev-
els of Grampians Zone, Regional Championships and State Championships of the Victorian Primary
Schools Athletics Association.

Thinking Curriculum

By recognising that children learn in different ways and at different rates, the teachers at Stawell Primary
502 ensure that the programs they offer will stimulate and extend all children. Each classroom uses a
variety of approaches and teaching strategies aimed at allowing children to reach their potential. Thinking
Strategies include the ASix Thinking Hatso, Bl o
Techniques, Extended Brainstorming and Thinkers
nised at class level through Pupil of the Week presentations at Monday morning assemblies.

German (Our Language Other Than English)

We have selected German as our LOTE. The program is currently on offer to students in Grades 5 and 6.
Lessons are conducted by a trained teacher of German and involve instruction in reading, speaking and
understanding the German language, as well as experiences to understand the German culture. Our pro-
gram provides a foundation for future language studies at secondary school.

Physical Education

Our school conducts a structured Physical Education program from Grades Prep to Six. The Physical
Education program is run by a specialist teacher and focuses on fitness, the development of fundamental
motor skills, dance, athletics, ball handling and gross motor movement. Emphasis is placed on active par-
ticipation and enjoyment through minor and major games.
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PARENT INVOLVEMENT

School Council

School Council meets once a month during school terms, generally on the third Monday of the month.
Our council is comprised of 4 members from the Department of Education and Early Childhood Develop-
ment, 9 parent members and 2 co-opted members. One of the coopted positions is a representative from
the Parentsé Club.

School Council operates under a set of Standing Orders, and oversees the running of the school in such
areas as finance, buildings and grounds and policy development. Sub-committees are formed as re-
quired, but are usually Finance, Facilities, Policy & Planning and Outside School Hours Care.

President Mr Richard Hackwill Vice Pres.  Mr Paul Cuffe
Treasurer Mr Mark Knights Minute Sec. Ms Marg Gillon (Bus. Manager)
Exec. Officer  Miss Jennifer Molan (Principal) Mr Stewart Byron
Mrs Maree Bibby Mr Shane Evans
Mr Mark Antonio Ms Helen Kennedy
Mr David Gellie Ms Sharyn
Salmi
Mr Bruce Mclllvride Ms Ja-San Stacpool

Mrs Brooke LeSueur
School Council occasionally conducts working bees to maintain the buildings and grounds. These are
held as required, usually on Saturday mornings, and parents are urged to volunteer their time whenever
they can.

Parentsé Club

Parentsd Club is involved in the school i n many ways,
tions as to how the school environment can be improved. Meetings are held monthly with dates and times
published in the school newsl etter. Al l parents are |

assist with projects, fund raising or suggestions.

Parentsé Club operates a second hand wuniform fAishopo.
unwanted or outgrown items of uniform may be left there to be given away or sold.

Scholastic Book Club is run by Parents6é Club volunteel
low cost to the children, but bonus points are used to purchase extra resources for the school.

President Mrs Chelsea Maddocks
Vice Presidents Mrs Karen Hyslop
Secretary Mrs Leonie Clayton
Treasurer Mrs Sue Oliver

How else can parents help?
I n addition to Parentsé6é Club and working bees, parent
school programs. This help is vital to the school and also gives parents a greater understanding of the

complex yet rewarding nature of a school s operations.

* swimming programs * athletics sports * classroom programs

* hearing reading * canteen assistance * excursions

* camps * sports * special events
*

educational programs * special assistance programs * Bike Ed



Our SunSmart policy has been developed to ensure that all children attending this school are protected
from skin damage caused by the harmful ultra-violet rays of the sun. It is to be implemented throughout
the year, but with particular emphasis in Terms 1 and 4.

As part of general SunSmart strategies, our school will:

Behaviour

Curriculum

Provide a broad brimmed hat to each child on enrolment
Require children to wear hats which protect the face, neck
and ears whenever they are outside (e.g. Recess, lunch,
sport, excursions) during Terms 1 and 4, according to school
uniform policy

Encourage parents to provide sunscreen for use at school
Encourage children to use available areas of shade for
outdoor activities

Encourage staff and parents to act as role models by
practising SunSmart behaviours

Incorporate programs on skin cancer prevention into the
Curriculum

Regularly reinforce SunSmart behaviour in a positive way
through newsletters, uniform policy, student and teacher
activities

Environment

Schedule outdoor activities early in the day and later in the
afternoon during Terms 1 and 4 whenever possible

Organise outdoor activities to be held in areas of shade

whenever possible

Work towards increasing the number of shelters and trees so

as to provide adequate shade in the school grounds



Contacting the School Principal Miss Jennifer Molan
Assistant Principal ~ Mr Mark Antonio

Office Staff Ms Marg Gillon
Mrs Lisa Arnfield
Address Barnes St Stawell 3380
PO Box 502 Stawell 3380
Telephone [03] 5358 1255
Fax [03] 5358 4367
After Hours Principal: 0427 502 553

Assistant Principal: 0400 104 436
School 6s O[03 53585716

email stawellps@edumail.vic.gov.au web page http://
www.stawellps.vic.edu.au

Parents are invited to contact the school at any
education.
Parents wishing to do so are asked to arrange an interview at a suitable time by contacting the
general office.
School Times Session 1 08.55am - 09.50am

Session 2 09.50am - 10.40am

Morning Recess 10.40am - 11.10am

Session 3 11.10am - 12.00pm

Session 4 12.00pm - 12.50pm

Lunch in Rooms 12.50pm - 01.00pm

Lunch Recess 01.00pm - 01.40pm

Session 5 01.40pm - 02.30pm

Session 6 02.30pm - 03.20pm
(dismissal)
Yard Supervision
Teachers supervise the school playground from 8:45 am and then at each recess. Crossings
are supervised in Barnes St and Ord St as students leave after school. Children may play in
most areas, however some areas of the playground have been designated for specific grades.
Buses
Town buses leave the front gate of the school at 3:25pm. A ticket is required to travel on these
buses. Details of town bus routes may be obtaine

roll is marked by the teachers in charge.

The country bus also leaves from the front gate at 3:30 pm. A country bus roll is marked by the
teacher in charge after which all country bus children travel to the Stawell Secondary College
bus loop where they change to their respective country buses.

On days when fires threaten the safety of children on country buses, they will be held at either
Stawell Primary 502 or Stawell Secondary College until the danger is over. Overall responsibility
for bus coordination and emergency decisions lies with Stawell Secondary College.

School Fees
While the major costs of running the school are met by the government, our School Council sets
Voluntary Subject Contributions (VSC) to cover those expenses not met by our school global



Parents experiencing difficulty in paying the VSC should contact the Principal to discuss alterna-
tive arrangements. Children enrolling during the year are expected to pay pro-rata, while chil-
dren transferring out will receive a pro-rata refund.

School Bank
Bank wallets and money are collected from rooms each Tuesday and processed under the
guidance of office staff.

Social Service

The school supports various charities in different ways. Our Junior School Council regularly
raises money for charities such as the Good Friday Appeal, Red Nose Day and the State
School s6 Relief Fund.

Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) ASchool 6s Out 0o

This program is available from 3:20 to 6:00 pm on school days and from 8:00am to 6:00 pm dur-
ing vacations. Information is available by telephoning 5358 5716. The program coordinator is
Mrs. Shirley Pymer

Lost Property

Items of lost school uniform are displayed on a rack outside the staffroom. Parents are re-
guested to clearly name each item of clothing to enable owners to be identified.

Unclaimed and unnamed items of school uniform are cleaned for sale as second hand clothing
by the Parentsé6é Club.

Personal items of lost property are held in the library. Children are asked not to bring items of
value to school as these may be lost, stolen or damaged. The school cannot accept responsibil-
ity for personal items which are lost, stolen or damaged.

Religious Education

This program is conducted by accredited instructors for children in Grades Prep to 6 and is non-
denominational. Parents wishing to have their child excluded from Religious Education are re-
guested to do so in writing.

Lunches
Children who bring lunches to school eat together in classrooms under teacher supervision. The

school does not have the facilities to either

Parents who wish their child to eat at home, either regularly or on a particular day, should ad-
vise the class teacher in writing. This may be done with one note to cover all occasions.
Lunches may be ordered through the canteen. Price lists are published regularly in school
newsletters. Orders are written on lunch bags which may be purchased from the canteen.
Lunch orders containing money are placed in baskets in classrooms at the beginning of each
day and are collected by monitors just prior to 12:50pm.

The canteen provides cheap lunches (e.g. a vegemite sandwich and an apple for $1:50) for
those children who dondét bring lunch or for
The canteen does not operate on special days such as sausage sizzle or hot dog days and ath-
letic sports day.

Newsletters
School newsletters are published each Thursday and are distributed to the eldest child in each
family. Additional newsletters may be obtained from the general office.

Interviews and Reports
The school provides the following formal communication of pupil progress ....

9 Parent/Teacher interview Late February Information exchange
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Cultural Visits

Each year the school arranges for visits and performances by various performers and groups.
We attempt to provide a variety of high quality experiences each year. These are paid for out of
VSC funds.

Excursions

Any excursions within the locality are also covered by the VSC and do not require special per-
mission.

Occasionally areas or grades arrange excursions away from the town to enhance class pro-
grams or provide educational opportunities. Such excursions do require special permission from
parents and parents may be asked to pay some or all of the cost.

Houses
All students are placed in houses (red, blue, gold and green) for sports competitions. Requests
for admission to a particular house will be considered prior to enrolment.

Security
All visitors must report to the general office to register their presence in the school and receive a
visitords badge. Regul ar visitors are also

class teacher.

Bikes

Bikes are to be stored in the bike racks and may not be ridden in the school grounds or on the
footpath around the school. Children are encouraged not to ride their bikes to school until they
have successfully completed the Bike Ed course in Grade 4. Parents and children are advised
that skateboards, rollerblades and scooters are also not to be ridden in the school grounds or
on adjacent footpaths.
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Principal:  Ms J Molan
Assistant Principal : Mr M Antonio

CLASS TEACHERS

Rm1 Gr4 Mrs J Jerram
Rm2 Gr4 MissJClarkson
Rm3 Gr5/6 Ms N Harmer
Rm4 Gr5/6 MsJ Stacpool
Rm5 Prep Mrs D Duckett
Rm6 Prep MrsJJende
Rm7a Gr1l/2 MrT Ellis

Rm7 Gr1/2 Mrs N Cooper/Ms B Carter
Rm8 Gr3 MrsR Mitchell
Rm9 Gr3 Mrs S Tickner
Rm 10 Gr 1/2 Ms A Daglish
Rm 11 Gr 1/2 Mrs J Rathgeber
Rm 14 Gr5/6 Mrs J Pollock
Rm 15 Gr5/6 Mrs D Stainshy

SPECIALIST TEACHERS

German Mrs N Cooper
Performing Arts Ms J Blackie
Library Mrs W Howden
Art Miss J Blackie
PE Mr M Antonio
KEY

Canteen

Staffroom

Assistant Principal

Principal

Sick Bay

Teaching and Learning Coach
Kitchenette

Library Workroom

OSHC Out of School Hours Care
Lab Computer Laboratory
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